
 Progression Document: Children’s Involvement in Worship 

Children are encouraged to actively participate in Collective Worship from the 

earliest age, gradually developing independence in planning and leading acts of 

worship. Below outlines the expected progression throughout each year group: 

Foundation Stage 

• Work together to set up the focal point, discussing what to include and the 

appropriate colour for the drape. 

• Begin sharing personal prayer intentions, mentioning people they would like 

to pray for. 

Year One 

• Explain the components of the focal point and their significance. 

• Suggest people who need prayers, extending to individuals beyond the 

school community and current events. 

• Begin reading, writing, and sharing simple prayers during Collective Worship. 

Year Two 

• Set up the focal point with more independence, explaining their choice of 

religious artefacts. 

• Contribute to planning by selecting a suitable hymn from a given selection. 

• Start suggesting Scripture readings for major feasts of the year. 

• Participate in short reflections on the Word of God, building a foundation for 

Scripture explanation. 

• Write and share prayers, including writing promises for mission/witness when 

appropriate. 

Year Three 

• Independently set up the focal point, linking selected items to the theme. 

• Choose hymns from a selection and sing with enthusiasm. 

• Suggest Gospel readings for major feasts and Scripture readings linked to 

themes. 

• Continue participating in reflections on the Word of God. 

• Write prayers and share ideas on spreading the Word of God. 

• Introduced to planning worship and given the opportunity to plan at least 

one element. 

Year Four 

• Plan and lead Collective Worship for their class using a structured planning 

frame. 

• Independently select hymns that align with the theme of worship. 

• Begin explaining the Word with teacher guidance. 

• Choose a theme and locate relevant Scripture readings. 

 



Year Five 

• By the end of Year 5, the majority of children should independently plan and 

lead Collective Worship for their class. 

• Select a theme, relevant Scripture, and lead their peers in reflection. 

• Explain Scripture with teacher support. 

• Some confident pupils may begin leading worship in other Key Stage 2 

classes. 

Year Six 

• Fully independent in planning and leading Collective Worship for their class 

and other groups within the school. 

• Given opportunities to plan and lead worship for a Key Stage and whole-

school gatherings, including parents and Governors. 

• Take responsibility for voluntary worship opportunities, planning and leading 

completely independently. 

• Plan and lead acts of worship linked to special events, such as Saint Days, 

theme weeks, and responses to global events like natural disasters. 

This progression ensures that children develop confidence, spiritual awareness, and 

leadership skills in worship as they move through their school journey. 

 


