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Year 4     Autumn Topic Leaflet     Miss Mountain“Love one another as I have loved you”

Visit your class blog under the Children’s section of the school website to find the knowledge organisers for this term’s topics. 
English
This term in English, we’ll be using Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura to inspire our own time-slip narratives, which will include descriptions of the setting, encounters with Stone Age people, and emotions during the adventure. Children will also write clear instructions and a non-chronological report linked to the Stone Age. Grammar lessons will focus on using fronted adverbials with commas, expanded noun phrases and plural-possession apostrophes. Alongside this, pupils will develop their comprehension, spelling, and editing skills to improve their writing



Maths
In Maths this term, children will begin by developing their understanding of place value. They will practise partitioning numbers, using number lines, comparing and ordering values, as well as rounding and estimating with confidence. Building on this, they will explore addition and subtraction using a range of mental strategies and formal written methods, including the column method and checking answers using inverse operations. Later in the term, the focus will shift to multiplication and division, where children will strengthen their knowledge of times tables and apply key multiplication and division facts to solve problems.



RE
The Christian Family: The children will reflect on what it means to belong to a family and learn that the Church is the family of God. They will explore how the Christian family supports its members and that we join it through Baptism. They will learn what happens during a Baptism, the signs and symbols used, and the promises made by parents and godparents. 
Mary, Mother of God: The children will learn about Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth and how we can help others. They will explore the meaning of the Hail Mary and reflect on Mary’s role as our Mother. They will learn about the Mystery of the Incarnation, the season of Advent, and ways to prepare for the coming of Jesus. 




Science
In Science, our focus this term will be on Physics. We’ll begin with a unit on electricity and circuits, where children will explore how to build and draw simple series circuits, identify everyday electrical appliances, and understand the role of switches and how changes can impact a circuit’s function. Later in the term, we’ll move on to exploring Sound, discovering how vibrations create sound and how it travels through various materials to reach our ears. Pupils will investigate ways to change pitch and volume, test how different materials affect sound, and learn how sound is measured through hands-on experiments.



History/Geography
History: In History, the children will explore the differences between the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age, focusing on daily life including food, homes, and tools. They will learn about the role of archaeology in the past, identifying key Iron Age artefacts and understanding their uses. The children will also study important features of Iron Age settlements, such as hillforts and roundhouses, and examine how Britain’s landscape changed over time. 
Geography: In Geography, the children will learn about the key features of rivers and explore the stages of the water cycle. They will study the River Aire to understand its importance and examine how human activities affect rivers. Throughout the unit, they will discover why rivers are vital to both natural environments and human communities.












Our whole class novel
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PE
During Autumn 1, in PE, the children will focus on football and swimming. In football, they will develop passing, dribbling, shooting, defending, and teamwork skills, as well as working on stamina, strength, agility, and coordination. In Autumn 2, the focus will be on skipping and swimming. Through skipping, children will develop fitness, coordination, balance, rhythm, and teamwork. During swimming, children will develop skills linked to water confidence and safety, learning different strokes, breathing skills and distance swimming.


MFL
This year children will begin learning Spanish. They will start with the topic Getting Started, learning basic greetings, numbers, colours, and simple classroom phrases.



A few reminders: 
PE: Our PE days this half term are Monday and Wednesday (swimming day). Children should bring their PE kit with them in the first week and this will stay in their locker for the half term. Reminders about PE kit requirements can be found on the school’s website. Please ensure children bring in their swimming kits on Wednesdays, consisting of swimming costume/shorts, a towel, and goggles (if needed).
Uniform: Please ensure children have pumps and correct uniform in school, that is clearly labelled with their name.
Reading Books: The children will be coming home with their school reading books. Children need to be read with regularly and their reading records signed and returned to school. 
Times tables: This year, we encourage regular times tables practice at home to help prepare for the Multiplication Tables Check. Strong times tables knowledge supports confidence and accuracy in many areas of maths, including division, fractions, and problem-solving.
Water bottles: Please make sure your child brings a full water bottle each morning to school which is clearly labelled with their name. 
Online Learning Resources: Please ensure you child is accessing online learning resources including: SPAG.com, Mathletics and TT Rockstars regularly at home to support their learning.
















Design Technology/Art
DT: The children will design and make clay pots using techniques like coiling, pinching, and joining. 
Art: The children will be exploring gestural drawing with charcoal, trying out various methods like blending, layering, and shading to bring texture and dimension to their pieces.

PSHE

The children will learn about Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education with a focus on what drugs are, including the safe and unsafe use of medicines. In the topic Keeping safe, managing behaviour and risk, children will learn about different types of bullying and how to respond: ‘see it, say it, stop it’.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Test me on my vocabulary!
	      electricity                      nomadic                     prehistoric        
                             annunciation               condensation                 baptism 
	  evaporation 		      sacrament                     circuit
      	


Music
Year 4 will take part in weekly hymn practise with year 5 and year 6. 
Computing
The children will begin with the topic Computing Systems and Networks, learning about what networks are, how they work, and why they are important. Later, they will use Scratch to create, test, and debug simple programs, building their coding skills.

image1.jpeg
w L
¥ a
SATOSHI KiTAMURA

R




image2.png




